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BRINGING THE CLOUD TO THE GROUND

20 
IaaS offerings

Service portfolio management operations 
Community: more than 150 NREN service delivery staff 

and cloud specialists

3 video 
conferencing  

offerings3
file storage 

products STUN/TURN 
infrastructure &
WebRTC client

Together, we make online services accessible:
easy and safe to use.
Through our pan-European collaboration and agreements,
we have established a European Digital Single Market 
for cloud services.

Cloud: (to become) the default
distribution and usage mechanism



Build community 
clouds. Scale up 
national clouds to a 
pan-European level

Broker agreements with 
commercial suppliers

Gather and align 
community 
requirements and 
roadmaps

Events, workshops, 
training

License and contract 
management 
Technical, workload 
migration Cloud strategy,

data and risk 
classification, 
cost benchmarking

Technical connections 
with cloud providers: 
network peering IdM
(single sign-on)

Multi-cloud 
management platforms



Cloud Competency Centers 
Hybrid, multi-cloud approach
Commercial, community clouds
Build and buy

NRENs support institutions 
with the full-service 
delivery lifecycle

From cloud strategy and sourcing 
decisions to service contracting, 
implementation 
and service management



IaaS tender outcome: Framework Agreements awarded, valid until end of 2020

via resellers via resellers



Benefits of the pan-European GEANT framework agreements
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Discounted prices 
for all institutions, 
large and small

Invoice billing, no credit card needed, 
accommodating capital expenditure

through upfront commitments

Ready-to-use 
agreements, 

which comply with EU 
data protection law

Transfer existing 
educational 
licenses to the 
cloud

Manage 
usage and 
spending

Sign your 
contract 

under 
local law

Reduced traffic costs, 
through suppliers’  
connections to the 
GÉANT and NRENs 
networks

Identity 
management, single 

sign-on support 
(SAML2)

EU institutions can buy the offerings directly
There is no need to run your own tender
Contracts are GDPR compliant



Google Cloud Platform:
dedicated offer for the European 
research and education community 
through GEANT

Ready to use agreements for institutions
Consume up to national tender threshold

Compliant with EU data 
protection regulation (GDPR)

Single sign-on support (SAML2)

Special discounted prices

Significantly reduced network costs: 
Google connections to the GÉANT and NREN 
networks.



DROPBOX
Tailor-made offer for the European 
research and education community 
through GEANT

Ready to use agreements for institutions
Consume up to national tender threshold

Storage in Europe

Compliant with EU data 
protection regulation (GDPR)

Single sign-on support 
(SAML2 and Shibboleth)

Special prices for the community





Features

Price 

Development 
of open 
source

WebRTC

Tender for 
commercial

video
conferencing



Features

Price 





GÉANT clouds 
website, supports 
NRENs, institutions 
and suppliers to 
deliver and adopt 
cloud services

Newsfeed & cloud 
events
Cloud catalogue & 
IaaS Service Matrix
User stories
Maps for contacts

Guidelines
Contract Repository

GÉANT clouds Website
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GÉANT clouds Website
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https://clouds.geant.org/support-for-institutions/

https://clouds.geant.org/support-for-institutions/


In 17 countries, 
institutions consume
IaaS through the 
GEANT framework



IN DEVELOPMENT

Tools to enable NRENs, make it easier 
for institutions to use the contracts

AI chat bot to ask questions 
about using the cloud offerings

Cost benchmarking, 
to get insights in spending and costs

Service procurement vehicle: 
more services, more automated, 
more flexible



Software as a Service

Virtual Learning Environments

File sync and share

Collaboration services



Cloud Orchestration
Cloud Management Platforms

The ability to control and move virtual 
machine workloads across different 
suppliers.

Centralised metering, alerts, billing, 
usage caps, reporting and 
workload optimisation.



Cloud security
services

Including
cloud security 
advice for 
institutions



Machine Learning
& Artificial Intelligence

Made a start:
AI Chatbot

Workshops,
such as, 
Google’s TNC 
session



Container based
virtualisation

Seamless 

authentication 
path between 
OpenStack & 
Kubernetes



Broker agreements
for hardware, devices and content



Build community 
clouds. Scale up 
national clouds to a 
pan-European level 

Broker agreements with 
commercial suppliers

Gather and align 
community 
requirements and 
roadmaps

Events, workshops, 
training

License and contract 
management 
Technical, workload 
migration Cloud strategy,

data and risk 
classification, 
cost benchmarking

Technical connections 
with cloud providers: 
network peering IdM
(single sign-on)

Multi-cloud 
management platforms



DEVELOPING THE CLOUDS

https://clouds.geant.org
clouds@geant.org

hybrid multi-cloud approach: community and commercial clouds



Thank you
Any Questions?
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